
Prepared by Pastor Greg Linscott,  Calvary Baptist  Church, Rochester, MN ∙ Wednesday, March 4,  2026 ∙ pastor@cbcroch.org  

PEACE 
MAKERS 

in a noisy world 
 

05 Truth Without Hostility  
Because Christ calls His people to represent Him faithfully, Christian witness requires speaking truth clearly 

while rejecting the anger and contempt that often dominate public life. 

 

EMBARK 
Finish the Sentence 

Think about the last time you saw Christians disagree publicly… online, in the news, or even within the church. 

Complete the following sentences with your first honest reaction. 

 

• When I see Christians arguing publicly, I usually think: “______________________________.” 

• When someone strongly disagrees with my position, my first instinct is to: “__________________________.” 

• The kind of response that usually makes conflict worse is: “______________________________.” 

• The kind of response that usually brings peace is: “______________________________.” 

• One thing that makes it difficult to stay calm in disagreement is: 

“______________________________.” 

Discuss 

• What patterns do you notice in the responses? 

• Why do disagreements today often become hostile so quickly? 

• What pressures make Christians feel like they must respond 

immediately? 

• What might it look like for a Christian to respond in a way that reflects 

the character of Christ? 

 

EXAMINE 
READ James 1:19-20 

1. What posture does James command believers to adopt in conflict? 

 

2. Why does human anger fail to produce God’s righteousness? 

 

READ Colossians 4:5–6 

3. What does Paul say should characterize Christian speech toward outsiders? 

 

4. What might it mean for speech to be “seasoned with salt”? 

 

 

Christians are 
not called to 

WIN 

every argument. 
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READ 1 Peter 3:15–16 

5. What two qualities must shape how believers defend their hope? 

 

6. Why do gentleness and respect matter for Christian witness? 

 

READ Proverbs 15:1 

7. How can tone influence the direction of a conversation? 

 

8. Why is gentleness often more effective than forceful speech? 

 

EXPOSE 

     Christians are called to speak truth clearly. Faithfulness does not mean silence. It does not mean avoiding 

difficult issues. And it does not mean hiding biblical convictions. 

     But Scripture consistently calls believers to combine clarity with humility and conviction with gentleness.  

     James reminds us that human anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Paul urges believers to let their 

speech be gracious and thoughtful. Peter instructs Christians to defend their hope with gentleness and respect. 

     When the tone of our speech mirrors the outrage of the world, something important is lost. Truth may still be 

spoken, but the character of Christ becomes harder to see. 

     Peacemaking requires more than correct arguments. It requires a posture shaped by humility, patience, and 

love. Christians are not called to win every argument. We are called to bear faithful witness to the truth. 

 

ENGAGE 
Say It a Better Way (8–10 minutes) 

Below are examples of how disagreements often sound in public conversations. As a group, rewrite each 

response so that it still communicates conviction but reflects the character of Christ. 

 

Example 1: “Anyone who believes that clearly hasn’t read the Bible.” 

Rewrite it in a way that is truthful but gracious. 

 

Example 2: “This kind of thinking is exactly why Christians are losing influence in the culture.” 

Rewrite it in a way that promotes understanding rather than escalation. 

 

Example 3: “That’s a ridiculous argument.” 

Rewrite it in a way that keeps the conversation constructive. 

 

Discuss 

• What difference does tone make? 

• Which responses make people more willing to listen? 

• What makes gracious speech difficult in moments of disagreement? 

 

For further discussion… 
14. Why does social media often amplify anger and outrage? 

15. What habits might help believers cultivate patience in disagreement? 

16. How does remembering our identity in Christ shape our tone? 

17. What would truthful, gracious speech look like in our church and community? 

 

MEMORY VERSE 
Colossians 4:6 (CSB) “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you 

should answer each person.” 


